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5 Theses for Sustainability on 
Corporate Level
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• EU Non-Financial Reporting Directive (NFRD) improved corporate 
sustainability reporting

• Responsibility for sustainability will be transferred into supply chain

• Climate Crisis has tackled Board Members

• Ongoing trend for standardizing sustainability

• Sustainability is/will be a revenue game (changer)



Thesis 1: EU Non-Financial Reporting Directive 
(NFRD) improved corporate sustainability 
reporting

Sources: Analysen zur Berichterstattung CSR RUG , Institute for Sustainability, Berlin 2019; 
denkstatt research 2019
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Systematic discussion of 
sustainability topics 
throughout the company

Hassle often turned into 
personal interest

Positive aspects

Increasing relevance for 
sustainability topics

Better transparency 

Learning process

Regulation improved 
reporting process

Additional findings

Sustainability Reports 
improved quality of 
information for investors

Number of large public 
entities should be 
extended



Thesis 2: Responsibility for sustainability 
will be transferred into supply chain
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Tier 2, 3… Tier 1

Consumer

International 
Brands

Raw materials, capital goods…
Industry Expectations, regional factors , 
media attention

Lifestyle of Health & Sustainability

Key products like nutrition, products for children, apparel…

Medial attraction on topics like Marine Littering, Food Waste, 
Water, Insects, Climate Crisis, human rights

Public Sector

Governmental rules with respect to sustainability

Sustainable Public Procurement in Europe: Scandinavia, 
GB, Benelux, France; EU-Directive

Investors

Sustainable procurement 
from Tier1-suppliers by 
default  



Thesis 3: Climate Crisis has tackled 
Board Members

Quellen: ClimateCAP, EY, UN-PRI,TCFD, WEF 5

Global Risks Landscape 2019



Reporting Example - OMV AG 

Disclosures shown 
in TCFD index

Climate Risks in CDP reporting 
(e.g. regulatory stops for flaring)

Climate risk 
management

Most relevant risks:
• Acute physical risks: 

extreme weather events

• Chronic physical risks: 
lack of water

• Transition risk I: 
EU ETS

• Transition risk II: 
Zero flaring regulations

Sources: OMV CDP response, 
OMV Sustainability Report 2018 

Integration into
Entreprise Wide 

Risk Management

Full stop of crude oil production in 
Tunisia and Romania for 6 months
Potential financial impact: 
425,000,000 = 2% of group revenues



Thesis 4: Ongoing trend for 
standardizing sustainability

Sources: GRI, SDG, TCFD, EU Action Plan, COSO/WBCSD, denkstatt 7

WBCSD/COSO
“Guidance for 
Applying Enterprise 
Risk Management 
(ERM) to 
Environmental, Social 
and Governance 
(ESG)-related Risks.”

https://www.wbcsd.org/Programs/Redefining-Value/Business-Decision-Making/Enterprise-Risk-Management/Resources/Applying-Enterprise-Risk-Management-to-Environmental-Social-and-Governance-related-Risks


Thesis 5: Sustainability is/will be a 
revenue game (changer)

Source: S&P Global Market Intelligence 31.1.2019, DieWelt online Ausgabe 2.6.2019 8

New Business Models e.g.  Automotive Industry

200 Mrd. USD 
(S&P 2018)



Business Impact for Financial Services 
Industry

MiFID II
The consideration of MiFID 
requirements is especially 
important for liabilities.

ESG-Criteria
The definition of ESG-Criteria 
is relevant for assets as well as 
for FI’s own investments.

Corporate Clients

Assets Liabilities

Retail Clients

FI‘s Own Investments

Assets Liabilities

Sustainable Products

▪ Identifying business 
opportunities

▪ Developing new products
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Summary
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• EU Non-Financial Reporting 
Directive (NFRD) improved 
corporate sustainability 
reporting

• Disclose non-financial information 
to your clients (Communication is 
key!)

• Your not to small to get infected!

• Strategy Review for Business Risks 
and Opportunities is a MUST!

• Focus on what‘s important for your 
business – IMPACT!

Sustainability is/will be a revenue game (changer)

• Climate Crisis has tackled Board 
Members  

• Ongoing trend for 
standardizing sustainability

• Responsibility for sustainability 
will be transferred into supply 
chain



Your 
Full Service Sustainablity 

Advisor in Europe
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▪ Successful since 1993

▪ 100+ dedicated Experts

▪ Extensive representation in 
Central and Eastern Europe
(RO, BG, SK, HU)

▪ International Network:
Inogen® Environmental Alliance

6400+ members



.. 
strengthening 

your 
reputation

.. optimising 
environmental 

and social impact

Create sustainable value by..

.. reducing costs

.. organising 
compliance 

.. managing key 
business risks 

.. improving 
your market 

Position
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